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Much unsettled as vote on school plan nears
School board members undecided, election
challengers opposed to consolidation proposal
By Josh Verges

jverges@pioneerpress.com

In February 2020, the vote was 7-0
as St. Paul school board members
kicked off an administrative planning
process they were told could result in
the closure of several schools
because of declining enrollment.
But now that those eight schools

The consolidation would displace
some 3,000 students, or 9 percent of
those enrolled in the district.
Administrators say larger schools
are necessary to create the econohave been named, and parents and mies of scale needed to hire the spestaff have begun pushing back, it’s cialized staff who provide a wellunclear whether the consolidation rounded education.
plan will even pass on Nov. 16.
But board members have yet to
“I’m still anguishing over this deci- buy in.
sion,” John Brodrick told fellow
Board member Chauntyll Allen
board members last week. “I’ll sit said she “believes in well-rounded
and allow the process to work, schools,” but she’s unsure whether
although at this point in time, right the consolidation plan, Envision
now, I’m very uneasy.”
SPPS, is the answer.

“I really think that we need to do
something drastically different in
the St. Paul Public Schools than
we’ve been doing,” she said. “I
don’t know if Envision SPPS is
addressing some of the issues that
we need to look at in order to prevent these enrollment issues moving forward.”

of 7-0 votes in favor of Valeria Silva’s
Strong Schools, Strong Communities plan.
It’s a near certainty that Superintendent Joe Gothard won’t get seven votes on Nov. 16 — and getting to
the four he needs may not be easy,
either.
The board’s most vocal critic of the
consolidation has been Yusef CarrilELECTION TIMING
lo, whose family is closely tied to
Wellstone Elementary, which is slatThe last time the district under- ed to close. Carrillo was appointed in
went a major reorganization, in
2011, the school board held a series
SCHOOL ELECTIONS, 8A

For 38 years, he kept an eye
on the state government

Global
corporate
minimum
tax gets
G-20 nod
U.S. officials say
move can help
American workers
By David McHugh, Frances
D’Emilio and Sylvie Corbet

Associated Press

ROME — Leaders of the world’s
biggest economies on Saturday
endorsed a global minimum tax on
corporations, a linchpin of new
international tax rules aimed at
blunting the edge of fiscal paradises amid skyrocketing profits of
some multinational businesses.
The move by the Group of 20 summit in Rome was hailed by U.S.
Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen
as benefiting American businesses
and workers.
G-20 finance ministers in July had
G-20 SUMMIT, 6A

Lt. Governor Peggy
Flanagan, who has
been vaccinated,
became ill after
caring for her
daughter who tested
positive for COVID.

SCOTT TAKUSHI / PIONEER PRESS

Jim Nobles retired this month as Minnesota’s Legislative Auditor, a position he’d held since 1983. “I cannot think of a finer public servant
than Jim Nobles,” said longtime DFL lawmaker Ann Rest.

By Bill Salisbury

bsalisbury@pioneerpress.com

M

innesota’s nonpartisan state government
watchdog has retired.
For 38 years, whenever there was a
hint of graft, waste or mismanagement in state
agencies, legislators almost always turned to
Legislative Auditor Jim Nobles and his staff to
investigate it.
“They are the eyes and ears of the Legislature,”
Sen. Mark Koran, a North Branch Republican and
chair of the Legislative Audit Commission, said in
a recent interview. The auditor’s office requires
state agencies to account for how they spend the
money lawmakers appropriate to them.
Nobles, 74, of St. Paul stepped down from his
oversight job on Oct. 5 — and not a day too early.
As he prepared to leave for work at the Capitol
campus that morning, he collapsed in his Highland Park home. When he woke up a few hours
later, doctors had implanted a pacemaker to keep
his heartbeat regular.
During his tenure — he was in his seventh sixyear term when he retired — Nobles and his staff
of 52 accountants and analysts with advanced
degrees in fields such as economics, health, public policy and sociology have issued thousands of
evaluations that have saved taxpayers millions of
dollars, made public programs more efficient and
effective and disclosed the misconduct by dozens
of bad actors.
Although they have earned the respect and
WATCHDOG RETIRES, 11A

Legislative auditor Jim Nobles enters retirement
with a legacy of tough, nonpartisan investigations

Lt. Governor
Flanagan
tests positive
for COVID-19
By Ava Kian

akian@pioneerpress.com

JEAN PIERI / PIONEER PRESS

Nobles speaks at a 2009 hearing on alleged misconduct in the Metro Gang Strike
Force. Soon after Nobles reported his team’s findings to the U.S. attorney and the FBI,
the task force was disbanded.

Going out to eat just got easier with some of our
many suggestions for St. Paul dining.

Lt. Governor Peggy Flanagan
announced she tested positive for
COVID-19 in a series of tweets posted Saturday morning.
Flanagan says she tested positive for the virus after caring for
her 8-year-old daughter Siobhan,
who tested positive for COVID-19
last Friday.
Flanagan, who is vaccinated, says
she’s looking forward to getting the
booster shot once she’s feeling better.
According to Gov. Tim Walz’s
office, Walz saw Flanagan in person

SECTION A NEWS SECTION B LOCAL, BUSINESS, OBITS, OPINION SECTION C SPORTS SECTION E SUNDAY LIFE
CALL US

6

Newsroom 651-228-5490
Subscriber service 651-717-7377

Ads & other info 651-222-1111
Reader advocate 651-228-5446

Volume No. 173, No. 187, 9 sections, 175 pages
© 2021 St. Paul Pioneer Press (Northwest Publications)

FLANAGAN, 7A

8A

M

TwinCities.com

CONTINUED FROM 1A

> School
elections

March to fill in for Steve Marchese
following his resignation.
Carrillo won’t be around for the
Nov. 16 vote because his seat is on
Tuesday’s ballot, and he’s not one of
the two candidates running. Whoever wins will be seated just days
before the Nov. 16 vote.
If it’s Clayton Howatt — a parent
who fought in 2016 to keep Galtier
Elementary open, only to now see it
on the chopping block again — the
consolidation plan will get a no vote.
If it’s board chairwoman Jeannie
Foster, who supports the consolidation, then there will be only six people on the board on Nov. 16. Once
the votes are canvassed, Foster
would move over to her new twoyear seat, likely leaving her fouryear seat vacant until the newly
elected board members take office
in January.
Foster’s decision to run in the special election, instead of her current
seat, effectively creates a vote
against consolidation because the
plan would fail on a 3-3 vote.
Foster’s health could imperil the
plan, too. She recently fell ill with
COVID-19 and missed last week’s
meetings while recovering at home.

BOARD UNDECIDED
Foster is the only board member
who has clearly signaled her support for the consolidation.
“In order to keep the district
healthy and to give each student a
world-class education, we must
make some tough decisions that
involve consolidation of certain
schools. The reality is that schools
cannot provide the resources for
world-class education in those
attended by very few students. This
district cannot continue to divert
resources from one school to keep
the doors open on the next,” a campaign organizer said by email on
her behalf.
Jessica Kopp has sounded supportive of the plan during meetings
but did not respond to a request for
comment. As a parent at Hamline
Elementary, she was involved with
talks in 2015 about the future of
Hamline and Galtier, two former
magnet schools in the Midway that
never gained footholds as community schools.

Sunday

St. Paul Pioneer Press

In 2016, Silva recommended merging those two schools at Hamline.
That proposal, which the school
board rejected on a 4-3 vote, now is
back on the table as part of
Gothard’s plan.
Two of the board members who
voted to save Galtier in 2016 still are
on the board: Brodrick and Zuki
Ellis.
Brodrick, who will leave the board
at the end of the year, said in an
interview that he’ll make up his
mind over the next two weeks, as
the board has multiple opportunities to hear from the public.
Ellis, who plans to run for state
Senate next year, did not return a
phone message.
Jim Vue, who is up for reelection
but will be on the board Nov. 16
whether he wins or not, said he
wants to hear from the public before
deciding on the consolidation.
“What we have right now is the
what and the why, the rationale,” he
said in an interview. “We haven’t
fully flushed out the how and the
when.”
Allen also said she’s undecided.
CANDIDATES OPPOSE IT
If the consolidation doesn’t pass
next month, it may never pass in its
current form.
That’s because the most active
challengers on Tuesday’s school
board ballot all oppose it, and come
January, between two and four of
them will be on the board.
“A ‘well rounded’ education is part
of our problem but the bigger problem is poor management of our
schools, especially our schools with
the highest needs. That must be
addressed if we hope to make any
plan a success, especially one that is
so painful as closing schools,” Howatt said on Facebook.
James Farnsworth calls the plan
inequitable and says the district
should have engaged the school
communities on the front end rather than devising a plan and seeking
their input afterward.
“I think the school district needs
to take a really bold step to address
the declining enrollment crisis
that’s been plaguing the district for
too long, but this is not that bold
step,” he said in a video message.
Uriah Ward also said the district
should have involved families as it
made its recommendations.
“It’s a bad sign that so many of
our stakeholders were surprised by
the proposal. I believe the school
board should postpone the vote,

Joe
Gothard

Jackie
Turner

solidation would “drive more families out of SPPS.”
“If the district wanted to close
these schools to revamp them I
would support that but to close
them and displace our children who
already have been possibly displaced by housing is way too much
trauma for our children and families,” she said by email.
Ryan Williams did not respond to
a request for comment.
DATA VS. EMOTION

10-31-2021

erwise, people are not going to jump
on this bus; they’re going to slash
the tires.”
ENVISION SPPS
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
FALL 2022
•LEAP High, which serves new
immigrants, would close, and its
students would attend language
academies within traditional high
schools.
•Highwood Hills Elementary
would close, but the rec center
would stay open.
•Galtier Elementary would close
and send its students to Hamline.
Galtier could become an early
learning hub.
•John A. Johnson Elementary
would close and merge with Bruce
Vento, which would get a newly constructed building in the coming
years.
•Students from the lower campus
of L’Etoile du Nord French Immersion would move to the upper campus, about a mile away. The lower
campus building at 1305 Prosperity
Ave. could become an early learning
hub.
•Jackson Elementary would close.
Its Hmong Dual Language Immersion students would go to Phalen
Lake, while the community students
go to Maxfield.
•The Montessori program at Parkway Middle School would shut down
and be reborn as the middle school
site for Hmong studies. Students in
the Hmong programs at Washington Technology Magnet and Battle
Creek Middle School could continue
at those schools, but any rising
sixth-graders would start at Parkway.
•Montessori students at Cherokee
Heights Elementary would move to
J.J. Hill. Riverview Elementary’s
community students would move to
Cherokee Heights, but Riverview’s
Spanish immersion students would
stay.
•Wellstone Elementary would
close. Its Spanish immersion students would move to Riverview, and
its BioSmart program would close.
•Obama Elementary would close.
In 2024 or 2025, following a renovation, Obama would absorb the J.J.
Hill Montessori program in one half
of the building, while the other half
becomes a community middle
school.

Gothard told board members he
was made aware of numerous
underenrolled schools soon after he
became superintendent in 2017. He
Jeannie
Jim
committed as part of his strategic
Foster
Vue
plan to identify what is and is not
working and to allocate resources in
a more strategic way.
“I still don’t believe that there’s
any process that would help us go to
our community and have the community say, you know what, let’s
close our school,” he said.
Chief Operating Officer Jackie
Turner explained in February 2020
Chauntyll
John
that the planning would intentionalAllen
Brodrick
ly exclude parents or others with
ties to certain school buildings so
that the reorganization plan could
be created based on data, not emotion.
As the board has begun hearing
from people connected to the
schools slated to merge or close,
Turner has urged board members
to focus on their goal of making a
Yusef
James
well-rounded education available to
Carrillo
Farnsworth
all students.
“If you believe that certain students should have access to a wellrounded education and certain ones
shouldn’t, then you may come up
with a different belief or a different
vote,” she said last week.
The board so far has held three
meetings where the public had a
chance to comment or ask questions about the plan. Before the Nov.
Jennifer
Clayton
16 vote, there will be three more
McPherson
Howatt
such opportunities in English, as
well as information sessions in
seek additional community feed- Somali, Hmong and Karen.
back, and amend the proposal
For board member Carrillo,
based on what we’re hearing from though, the timeline is too tight and
Saint Paul families,” he said by opportunities for engagement too
email.
few.
Halla Henderson said in an inter“I feel like we’re rushing through
view that “it’s absolutely possible and hoping that we can get a yes
we have too many schools,” but she vote on Nov. 16, but we’re not buildhas “deep concerns about closing ing trust and creating buy-in for
schools that are predominantly people and to what the overall plan
attended by students of color,” such is,” he said. “I hope that we can use Josh Verges can be reached at 651-228as Highwood HIlls Elementary.
these meetings that are coming up 2171 and jverges@pioneerpress.com, or on
Jennifer McPherson said the con- to change our strategy, because oth- Twitter at @ua14.
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The Equity Summit is a community of leaders. A place of learning.
An opportunity for celebration. And, above all, a call to action.
Join us to deepen your personal equity leadership, learn best practices
to implement inside your organization, and commit to regional action.

Register by November 2 at stpaulchamber.com/events
– Scholarships Available –
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DAILY SPECIALS

SERVED AFTER 3:00PM • DINE IN ONLY • VALID THRU NOVEMBER 24

MAMMA’S SUNDAY DINNER

our homemade POPOVER.

An Italian patty topped with melted mozzarella cheese
and our original red sauce, served sloppy style.

Tradition at its finest. Spaghetti served with 2
meatballs and 2 Parmesan garlic bread sticks.

BBQ sauce, topped with fried onions, choice of
cheese and sliced bacon. Served on a butter grilled
bun.

PASTA MONDAYS
JUMBO BBQ BURGER
Don’t be UPSETTI eat some SPAGHETTI (Smokey Joe’s) ....................$8.99
SPAGHETTI & 2 MEATBALLS....$7.99 Fresh ground beef blended with spices and special

BAKED CAVATELLI ..................$7.99

Cavatelli pasta tossed with your choice of VODKA or
PARMA ROSA sauce then baked with mozzarella
cheese. Served with 2 Parmesan garlic bread sticks.

HOMEMADE TUESDAYS

PIZZA & SALAD ....................$9.99
CORPORATE SPONSORS:

Our made-from-scratch one item pizza, served with a
side salad. Extra toppings $1.25 per item.

Pasta tubes stuffed with seasoned ground beef
served with your choice of homemade sauce and
2 Parmesan garlic bread sticks.

Allianz | Anchor Paper Company | Andersen Corporation | Comcast
Gillette Children’s | McGough | Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures | Minnesota Wild
Redpath and Company | Securian Financial | Southwest Airlines
SPIRE Credit Union | Taft Law | University of St. Thomas | U.S. Bank
MEDIA SPONSOR: Pioneer Press

PORK CHOP & PASTA FRIDAYS

TWIN PORK CHOPS
DINNER ............................$16.99

Two 8oz bone-in pork chops seasoned with Italian
herbs and spices served with a LASAGNA ROLL UP,
chef’s vegetable and our homemade POPOVER.

LASAGNA ROLL UPS ............$9.99

Lasagna noodles filled with a five cheese Florentine
ricotta cheese hand rolled topped with your favorite
Pasta tubes stuffed with a seasoned ricotta mix of five homemade sauce. Served with 2 Parmesan garlic
cheese blend served with your choice of homemade bread sticks.
sauce and 2 Parmesan garlic bread sticks.

MANICOTTI DINNER................$9.99
CANNELLONI DINNER ............$9.99

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS:

BURGER THURSDAYS

TALKIN’ TURKEY DINNER......$8.99 10oz burgers served with French Fries
Roasted turkey piled high on white bread, smothered WHIMPY’S
in homemade gravy. Served with 2 scoops of mashed BACON CHEESEBURGER ......$8.99
potatoes and our homemade POPOVER.
A lean ground beef patty with 2 strips of bacon,
MEATLOAF DINNER ................$8.99 2 slices of American cheese and fried onions.
An all-time favorite smothered in homemade beef
GIANT HOT DAGO ................$8.99
gravy. Served with 2 scoops of mashed potatoes and

CLASSIC WEDNESDAYS

LASAGNA ............................$8.99

Our homemade six-layer lasagna al forno style as
only “The Oven” can do!

TIPSY NOODLES ..................$8.99

Tender beef tips served over egg noodles, covered
with homemade brown gravy with a touch of Merlot.
Served with our homemade POPOVER.

STEAK & PASTA SATURDAYS

SIRLOIN STEAK DINNER ......$19.99

Our signature 16 oz sirloin steak charbroiled to your
liking. Served with your choice of our homemade
stuffed beef or cheese shells, chef’s vegetable and
POPOVER.

BEEF OR CHEESE SHELLS ....$9.99

Jumbo stuffed pasta shells fill with your choice
seasoned ground beef or our seasoned 5 blend
ricotta cheese topped with your favorite homemade
sauce and 2 Parmesan garlic bread sticks.

Trick or Treat Special BUY ONE GET
ONE FREE 14” Pizza - TAKE OUT ONLY

